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France. One of the Ordinances was that no news-
paper should be offered for sale, or be allowed in
any portion to leave the place in which it was
printed, until five complete days had elapsed from
the period of its preparation, and during the five
days each journal was to be submitted to a Govern-
ment censorship, and was not to be offered to the
public until every omission and alteration had been
made which the censor thought necessary to the
dignity of the Crown. The penalties for disobedience
were to be found in heavy fines and in confiscation
of the whole edition. A heavy fine was ordained for
any comment on the private life of any living French-
man without the express permission of the person to
whom the criticism referred, and if that particular
person happened to be too indifferent or too mag-
nanimous to make any quarrel about the matter, it
was provided that the Public Prosecutor should take
up the case whether the aggrieved person liked it or
not. The most intense excitement broke out all
over France. The purpose of the new policy .was at
once understood everywhere. The Courts of Law,
which had judges faithful to the honourable traditions
of the Bench, declined to pass sentences on jour-
nalists who had refused to regard the.Ordinances of
the King, and declared that the Ordinances them-
selves were a breach of the Constitution. The King
lost his head under these conditions, and showed his
temper on more than one occasion to the judges who
had preferred the Constitution and the Law to the
favour of the Sovereign. When the King appeared
in public he was received in absolute silence. There